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From the President

On the 28th of May I had the pleasure of attending the SRBV Conferral
Ceremony for newly Licensed
Surveyors. Nine certificates of registration were presented on the evening
out of the fifteen candidates that were
registered as Licensed Surveyors since
last year’s conferral ceremony. The
ISV congratulates each of the newly
Licensed Surveyors and we wish them
successful careers in this profession.
With the well-deserved attention being on newly Licensed Surveyors,
we must not forget to recognise the contribution made by the
various stakeholders during PTA process. The ISV acknowledges the
efforts of the supervising surveyors, the SRBV, the examiners and
other mentors, and the crucial role they play in training and nurturing
Licensed Surveyors.
I have previously written about the fact that much time and energy
has been spent on looking at ways to increase the numbers of
Licensed Surveyors to provide sustainability and capacity to service
the community. The PTA process is a proven training framework that
has served this profession well for a significant number of years. The
ISV supports the PTA framework but has also advocated for the PTA
process to be aligned to performance indicators to ensure the PTA
process meets the expectations and needs of the community, the
profession, technology, the economy and the future.
The reason for this positioning is that the ISV believes that numbers
alone will not provide sustainability and success for the profession.
Given the time and energy that the profession has spent on numbers,
we have little doubt that we will see an increase in the number of
younger Licensed Surveyors. It is my view that the quality of newly
Licensed Surveyors, and how they are developed in alignment with
the abovementioned expectations and needs is more important than
the numbers alone.
So, it was great to hear from Eddie Cichocki from OSGV, at the
recent ISV/ACSV seminar at Moonee Valley, that the audit program
is showing that newly Licensed Surveyors are performing highly. It
is news like this that should allow the various PTA stakeholders and
organisers of the various PTA workshop programs and events to feel
some pride, and to have their collective efforts duly celebrated.
Another highlight from the SRBV conferral ceremony was the key
note address delivered by former Surveyor-General Victoria John
Parker. A transcript of the key note address has been included in
this edition of Traverse. It was an excellent speech which was very
relevant given the changes we are seeing in the administration of
land across Australia. It is also an ongoing challenge for us to not
only get the community to understand the value and purpose of our
profession, but also ourselves. It was great to hear John articulate that
simply and also with reference to experiences in developing nations.
I took interest in the following section of John’s address:
Over the coming decades, while you are practicing in your field
of surveying, you will see many changes, whether they are due to
technology or other causes we need to manage these changes in
our area of responsibility for the benefit of society. We have the
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opportunity to manage change, or watch change happen, or just
wonder afterwards ‘what happened’. As change occurs how do we
make a difference to assist the world or at least our part of the world
to be a better place? I think it is important that all of us make sure
the community is aware of the importance of the changes being
made and why, that may affect the systems that are fundamental to
the economic and social infrastructure of our society.
These are important words for all members of this profession.
We can never assume that the social and economic environment
we practice in will remain constant. Change is always occurring,
and how we anticipate change and manage it will dictate how we
remain relevant to the community. These words will be of relevance
to those who have followed and participated in the Land Registry
Services commercialisation issue. The ISV and ACSV have worked
hard to ensure that we don’t just watch this issue unfold or wonder
afterwards ‘what happened’? We have worked hard over the past
18 months informing the Government of the risks and concerns
associated with a commercialised land registry. Importantly, the DTF
have acknowledged that the valuable insights provided by the ISV and
ACSV through the scoping study informed their decision to remove
Subdivisions and Applications Branch from the commercialisation.
These insights assisted the DTF in determining these important
functions of the land registration business carry too significant a risk
for them not to remain under public control.
The ISV and ACSV have added significant value to the scoping
study process. We now look forward to continuing to inform and
work with the DTF as they look to further develop the proposed
operating model, KPI’s and oversight mechanisms. We will continue
to make representations to government to ensure they understand
that registration is more than an administrative function. The longestablished processes, policies, legal precedence and most importantly the expertise are what provides efficiency and integrity to the
registration process. That process brings accuracy and reliability
to the information in the Land Title System, thereby enabling the
community’s confidence in the that system and other essential
government map-based services.
In late April the Gippsland Group hosted the 2018 ISV Regional
Conference which was held at the RACV Club Resort in Inverloch.
It was a successful event where we had the opportunity to discuss
issues affecting the surveying profession, and opportunities and
challenges with emphasis on the Gippsland region. Gippsland
is a large region with much history and diversity across its various
industries and cultures. The conference delegates enjoyed learning
more about the Gippsland region, and how our profession supports
and contributes to it.
It was encouraging to see some young surveyors in attendance, and
I congratulate Emma Crowther on her presentation on the challenges
of being a young Licensed Surveyor. One of the challenges for young
surveyors that Emma spoke of was that of confidence. It is easy to take
for granted how the accumulated years and breadth of experience
afford older surveyors more confidence. This is something that young
surveyors will eventually grow to enjoy. However, confidence should
not be solely regarded as being confident in your ability to know
answers to problems but should also be regarded as confidence in
your ability to find solutions to problems. And so, confidence is not
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necessarily restricted to experienced surveyors. I take my hat off to
Emma who presented so confidently and well ahead of her years.
And I encourage all young surveyors to seek challenges, professional
development and networking opportunities to help develop their
confidence to find solutions.
The ISV is committed to bringing our members together to exchange
ideas and experiences through events like the Regional Conference.
The connections and networks that collaboration will foster will help
our members understand how to build their professional capacity, so
they can successfully seek opportunities, and anticipate and meet the
challenges facing the surveying profession in Victoria.
A key part of the connection of our members is the ISV’s Communication Strategy. The ISV’s 2016-2019 Strategic Plan highlighted that
member engagement and maintaining relevance to the membership
are core objectives for the ISV. To achieve these objectives, we
identified the need to refresh the existing communi-cation strategy
and modernise visual mediums. With input from membership,
we undertook a review of the ISV brand positioning statements
and key communication messages and a redevelopment of the
website, email and communication styles. In addition, there was a
need for greater efficiency in the administration of member, client
and corporate data and an opportunity to integrate that data with

event and communication software. The aims of the communication
strategy are:
• To provide an effective communication strategy to encourage and
enable greater member engagement within ISV and the profession.
• To reflect and demonstrate to the community, kindred bodies and
government the professionalism and dynamism of the ISV and its
members.
• To enable greater efficiency in the administration of member and
corporate data.
• To create additional value for members by integrating member and
corporate data with accounting, event management and communication software.
The new ISV logo and communication styling have been released
for a few months now, and more recently you will have seen the
release of the new ISV website. Effective communication with our
members, key partners and the community does not stop here. It
is something that we must constantly work on to ensure that we
are continually supporting and listening to our members, as well as
demonstrating the value and relevance that surveyors and the ISV
bring to the Victorian community.
Tom Champion LS MISVic

The first female
land surveyor in Tonga:
A voice for change
in the Pacific
Siotasia Malolo is the first woman in Tonga who dared to take up
a career path in one of the Island Kingdom’s male dominated
professions, Land Surveying. Did she choose this profession or
did the profession choose her?
According to the 23 year old, her biggest inspiration in achieving
this success came from her father, who was also a land surveyor.
‘Growing up seeing my dad inspired me so much, just by seeing
him do the type of work he used to carry out so seeing him I just
had so much interest in surveying, because his whole life he was
a surveyor as well, he worked for the government, so seeing my
dad drove the interest in me in surveying’, she said.
Her parents may have had some glimpse of their daughters
future very early on when they chose a name. Siotasia is a
Tongan word which, when translated directly in English means
‘Geodesy’, the branch of mathematics that deals with the size
and area of earth.
‘Siotasia is the surveying scientific word for Geodesy, which
literally means, “I divide the earth”’, she explained.
Growing up, Siotasia was a very open-minded person, one
who did not let the usual stereotypes hold back her ambitions.
During her tertiary studies, she took up courses in land surveying,
knowing very well she that was entering a field dominated by
men. But as Siotasia explained, this challenge was part of the

attraction. She wanted to prove that women could stand as tall
as men in any position.
According to the young land surveyor, the development of new
technology has empowered women to carry out tasks and jobs,
previously dominated by men.
‘I believe surveying was a male dominated field because back
then, the equipment and technology was not as good and easy
as it is now. I think technology makes it easier for women to carry
out the job then how it was back then’, she said.
Siotasia currently works at the Ministry of Land and Resources in
Tonga, under the Geodic Network. She is involved in collecting
data, marking pieces of land which have been changed due
to climate change or other factors and locating existing marks
on land. She uses this to setup and update Tonga’s Global
Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) GPS.
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Conferral of Registration Ceremony 28 May 2018 Keynote Address

“Making a Difference”
John R Parker
need to keep healthy and our bodies fit for the purpose we want to
use it for, we also need to keep our land systems fit and healthy so
they can be fit for the purpose our society requires. If not, we could
see our social infrastructure start to break down due, for example, to
conflict over boundaries; or our economy suffer because of lack of
confidence in our land registration system, etc. It is incumbent on all
licensed surveyors to make sure this doesn’t happen.

John Parker.

Ladies and Gentlemen, fellow surveyors and friends, but especially
the newly Licensed Surveyors here today, it gives me great pleasure
to address you. I have titled my address, “Making a difference”
But firstly my congratulations to all the newly licensed surveyors
joining a privileged group of people who have a great responsibility
in today’s society. Have you ever considered how fundamental
your work is, and will be, for the economic development and the
social infrastructure of our society. Because we have in our country
an economic and social infrastructure that works well we often
take for granted and don’t associate our responsibilities with such
fundamental components. But we do have such responsibilities and
so do you, now. In Australia we think more of the land tenure
system and the cadastre which we recognise as being closely linked
to our work. I am sure you recognise the critical importance and
need to maintain the integrity of this system. Our work through the
land tenure system supports and feeds the economic and social
infrastructure of this country.
How can we ensure our system continues to support our country’s
infrastructure? This evening you have accepted the responsibility to
make a difference to the world we live in, it may only be a small part
of the world, but your work does affect our state of Victoria and our
country. For example we need to ensure that not only the integrity
of our land tenure system is maintained, but improved. Just as we

John Parker presenting Surveyor-General Craig Sandy with his certificate.
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When you see other countries that don’t have a land tenure
system like ours or don’t have one at all, it makes you realise how
fortunate we are in Australia. For example there are parts of Peru,
and elsewhere, where someone must remain in their ‘home’ at all
times, otherwise someone else will move in and occupy it. There is
no security of tenure. Usually the mother stays home to protect their
abode, while father is away trying to earn money to send home and
the children are out on the street trying to sell whatever they can to
raise a few pesos to buy food. In this case the World Bank was able
to provide some money for the preparation of a low cost, very basic
plan that identified the properties that these people occupied. They
were each provided with a sketch which indicated who were the
legitimate occupiers, providing them with some security of shelter.
It also meant that the mother could go out to work and the children
to attend school to receive an education. This has the associated
flow on benefits to the country’s economy and social fabric and the
family’s security. It is not like our system, but it is a first step, it is fit
for the purpose at this time.
The World Bank believes Australia has the best land tenure system
in the world because of the security it provides to property. Thanks
to Mr Torrens. As a result, Australia has the highest percentage of
mortgages to land value of any country in the world because of the
security our system offers to financial institutions.
If you consider Greece, they have a land register that has the owners
name and the area of the property, but there is no map or plan that
links the register to its location on the ground. Consequently there
are virtually no mortgages in Greece due to the insecurity of their
system with the resultant flow on to the economy.
Your everyday work will no doubt have quite a bit to do with
boundaries. Fortunately our survey system is sufficient in most cases
to avoid conflict over a property boundary.

ISV Board Director Sam Lovelock receiving his certificate.
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example, the Sustainable Development Goals include a significant
land component mentioned in the targets, such as ending poverty
and a target that by 2030 all men and women will have equal rights
to ownership and control over land and other forms of property.
Additionally, the land component also refers to: ending hunger;
gender equity; sustainable cities; life on the land; and on peace,
justice, and strong institutions. We can help to achieve some of these
objectives in our paid work or volunteering work. We are fortunate
in Australia that we are close to achieving many of these goals, but
there is still room for improvement. We also need to ensure we
manage and maintain what has been achieved.

Certificate recipients present at the Conferral Ceremony.

However unless we continue to maintain and improve our cadastre
we will see conflict like we see in some developing countries, where
murders are quite common as a result of boundary disputes. Here in
Australia we can be reasonably confident of our boundary locations,
but occasionally there is a dispute as occurred in Tasmania recently
where a land owner was murdered over a boundary location. I’m
sure none of you would want to be called to participate in such a trial,
particularly if this was due to a survey problem.
Title boundaries aren’t the only boundaries that cause conflict. Here
in Victoria there have been disputes with the other States, because of
the uncertainty over the location of a border, e.g. with Tasmania, we
have had fishermen shooting at each other because they believe their
waters are being fished by the other State. This is due to conflicting
clauses, as a result of a survey error, in the 1825 legislation, providing
2 locations approximately 7 kms apart for the border. Fortunately no
one has been killed as far as I know.
Over the coming decades, while you are practicing in your field
of surveying, you will see many changes, whether they are due to
technology or other causes we need to manage these changes in
our area of responsibility for the benefit of society. We have the
opportunity to manage change, or watch change happen, or just
wonder afterwards ‘what happened’. As change occurs how do we
make a difference to assist the world or at least our part of the world
to be a better place? I think it is important that all of us make sure the
community is aware of the importance of the changes being made
and why, that may affect the systems that are fundamental to the
economic and social infrastructure of our society.

There is one role, as surveyors, we can undertake now, and that
is to improve the communities understanding of what we do and
the importance of what we provide. When you are with friends, ask
them, do they know why we don’t have disputes over our property
boundaries or what is a fundamental element to ensure economic
development of a country. I can assure you there will not be many
who will answer it is due to the integrity and security of our land
tenure system of which survey is a critical part, or that a country
needs a land registration system of which survey is a critical element.
I am suggesting we all get more involved in educating the community
about the importance of the role our profession plays in underpinning
the economic development and social fabric of our society.
To ensure you have a meaningful, happy and interesting life, make
lifelong learning one of your goals by absorbing information, having
broad interests, being inquisitive, exploring and challenging new ideas,
having a go, managing change well, but most of all be prepared to
contribute and share with your work colleagues and the community
generally – be prepared to ‘Go the Next Step’.
Finally, remember to not take our systems for granted and always
realise the importance of the role we play as cadastral surveyors in
the infrastructure of our society.
My challenge to you is, what are you going to do to Make a Difference
throughout your career as a Licensed Surveyor?
Thank you.

Images From the Field

As well as the work we do that we get reimbursed for, there are
activities we can get involved in that don’t provide reimbursement,
that is, we volunteer to get involved. It maybe in a role in your
professional association, in FIG - International Federation of Surveyors,
in international aid projects, in a service organisation, or a school
committee, etc. Our life goals need to include volunteering activities.
Speaking of goals and international activities, how many of you
have looked at the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals?
In 2015, following on from the Millennium Development Goals,
countries adopted a set of goals to end poverty, protect the planet
and ensure prosperity for all. For the goals to be reached, everyone
needs to do their part: governments, the private sector, civil society
and people like you and me. Of these 17 Goals and 169 targets
there are many that require the input of the survey profession. For
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The Mouat Tree Shelter Project

It didn’t take as long to complete as the original Territory Border survey
but the Moaut Tree Shelter project was more for the stayers than the
sprinters. The last five months of the project saw the working group
navigating complex Development Approval and tender processes,
additional earthworks costs and finally slipping in between storms to
get the shelter ready for the official opening. In the end the opening
took place on a sunny morning on Monday the 20th November
2017. We had dodged inclement weather systems again. Perhaps
the ghosts of surveyors past were helping.

The History
Without the Murrumbidgee River and Cotter River catchments,
Canberra would not be positioned where it is. The role water played
was decisive in not only determining the site for the Federal Capital
Territory but also the shape of the Territory. The initial territory
proposal was to include the Queanbeyan River and Queanbeyan
itself. However NSW vetoed the proposal which resulted in a more
compact Territory including the catchments of the Gudgenby, Naas,
Paddy and Cotter rivers being added to the Murrumbidgee and part
of the Molonglo Rivers.
In 1910, from the starting point on the summit of Mt Coree, Surveyor
Percy Sheaffe commenced the survey of the Territory Border and
proceeded north-east, clockwise around the new Territory. Three
years later, Surveyor Harry Mouat joined the survey from Coree and
headed south into the wilds of the rugged mountain country of the
Upper Cotter. We always give the best jobs to the Kiwis! Surveyor
Freddie Johnston became the third surveyor to take on the border
survey when Percy Sheaffe was relieved later in the survey.
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The focus of the Mouat Tree Shelter project was a somewhat
reserved and resolute character, Surveyor Harry ‘Happy’ Mouat, who
it is said rarely smiled. Harry worked diligently on the border enduring
atrocious weather and challenging terrain and completed the task in
May 1915. The Moaut Tree, as we know it now, was located about
10km west of the Boboyan road in the deep south of the Territory,
near a bend in the border identified as H87 and was blazed in early
1915.

So, why shelter a dead tree?
Of the nearly 1600 trees blazed during the 5 year long survey only
4%, or about 60 trees remain. Of those remaining trees age, wind,
clearing and fire have taken their toll, with the last trees in poor
condition with almost illegible blazes. We want to proudly tell the
border story, it’s surveyors and the surveying profession to many
future generations

The Project
Some 4 years ago local historian Matthew Higgins started to push
for a tree to be salvaged and put on display to tell the border survey
story. As the project gained momentum a number of other interested
people, including myself, came on board and a working group was
formed. Before we knew it ACT Parks and Conservation were airlifting
the tree out of its remote border location to the Namdagi Visitors
Centre located just to the south of Tharwa Village in the ACT. No
NSW environmental laws were broken as the Moaut Tree was wholly
located in the ACT. After being laid down to have a long rest the tree
was treated for termites.
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Sustained fundraising was set in motion. A generous grant of
$30,000 by ACT Minister Mick Gentleman kicked off the fundraising
efforts in June 2015. Some of these events have been the subject of
previous Azimuth articles. A blazing of another tree near corner H87
in May 2015 and the raffle/auction of helicopter flights in October
2015 were highlights of the industry and community fundraising. A
big thankyou to ISNSW for their generous contribution. Along with the
SSSI ACT contribution and the wonderful donations from individuals,
we were able to finalise the design and start construction.

border surveyors in good weather and foul. The creation of heritage
architect Phillip Leeson, the tent-like shelter was a winner with the
working group and others who saw it.
Thanks to Heritage ACT, the shelter includes two walls of interpretive
signage to tell the story of original border survey, the post-fires resurvey from 2005-2007 and modern surveying in this century. There
is also an interactive media capacity to learn more and to hear the
Moaut Tree Shelter project poem, written and performed by local
surveyor and poet in residence, Mike Lavis.

The final design was for a shade sail structure erected over engineered
steel poles to pay homage to the tents which accommodated the
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And down the final straight
After negotiating the delicacies of ACT Development Application
processes the working group were able to call for quotations. The
wining quotation was from Greenline, based in Wagga Wagga.
From the time earth was turned bad weather was a constant
companion and threatened to derail the project at any time. Pushing
through, Greenline and the ACT Parks and Conservation team
finished construction just in time.

The Opening
The Opening took place in full sunshine. A good crowd of about 60
people listened as ACT Surveyor-General, Jeff Brown and Minister
Gentleman told the story of the project.
A ceremonial ribbon cutting took place with orange flagging tape (I
could not find a masculine shade of pink unfortunately) by Minister
Gentleman and Adrienne Bradley, the grand-daughter of Surveyor
Harry Mouat. Adrienne had rounded up the whole family such that we
had three generations of the Mouat descendants there to celebrate.
Following the ribbon cutting the Minister and Adrienne were invited to
drive in a border peg between stone lockspits. The 100x100 peg was
the same as those used in the border re-survey just over 10 years
ago. Not satisfied, the remainder of the family joined in with even
the little ones having a go. To finish NSW Surveyor-General, Narelle
Underwood proved she had not lost any field skills by knocking the
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peg further down. Finally ACT Surveyor-General took to the same task
with relish. After three almighty hits with the sledge hammer he was
forced to stop. The peg had begun to split. Clearly doesn’t know his
own strength.
As part of the morning tea and to recover from the peg bashing,
Linda Roberts and Jen Dunn from Heritage ACT, replicated the jelly
in orange skins desert enjoyed as part of the completion feast of the
original survey in 1915. A feast fit for a Surveyor!
The project has been wonderful to work on and I have learnt so
much more about the surveying profession’s rich history. However
it is important the Mouat Tree Shelter does much more to raise the
awareness and knowledge of the surveying profession of today. We
can’t just celebrate a past without building a future for the profession.
Thanks to all the working group and ACT Government agencies that
contributed so much ‘in kind’ support without which the project
would not have succeeded.
Finally, if you are in town next year then make the effort to see
the shelter and get to know the ACT-NSW border survey story.
Remember Canberra is the number 3 world city to visit in 2018
thanks to Lonely Planet.
Greg Ledwidge
Registered Surveyor
ACT Office of the Surveyor-General and
ACT Regional Chair SSSI

13/2/18 4:21 pm
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Presentation of the Afghanistan High State Medal
to ISV Fellow Keith Clifford Bell, RFD, LS
On 15 February 2018, His Excellency, Mohammad Ashraf Ghanīī
Ahmadzai, President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan presented
the High State Medal of Ghazi Mir Bacha Khan, to ISV Fellow and
former Surveyor-General, Keith Bell, at the Presidential Palace, Kabul.
Keith received the award for his extended service in mentoring the
Independent Land Authority of Afghanistan (ARAZI), since 2013,
and most recently for technical guidance to the preparation of the
Strategic Development Program for Land Administration (IDPL)
which was coordinated by the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), along with Tapu ve Kadastro Genel Müdürlüğü
(TKGM, General Directorate of Land and Cadastre of Turkey) and the
Türk Isbirligi ve Kalkinma Īdaresi Bașkanlığı (TIKA, Turkish International
Cooperation and Development Agency working with ARAZI. IDPL
preparation commenced in 2016 and was only finalized in January
2018. The award is acknowledgement of the valued support of the
World Bank to Afghanistan.

President congratulating Keith Bell, on 15 February 2018.

To give context to the status of the Medal, notable recipients have
included:
• NATO Commanders and Deputy Commanders of the
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) 2001-2015,
and the Resolute Support Mission since January 2015;
• the President of Turkmenistan;
• several ambassadors and senior international agency officials.
It is understood that Keith is the first Australian to receive this award.

Medal, Presidential Decree and Certificate signed by the President,
30 January 2018.

The Medal of Ghazi Mir Bacha Khan (or Madal Dawalati Ghazi Mir
Bacha Khan) is awarded to both military and civilian recipients to
recognize outstanding service in defensive sections of the country,
the implementation of peace and for other civilian and military tasks.

The extremely hazardous nature of service in Afghanistan is well
reported by the media. Afghanistan is a country which remains at
war – its 17th year – with 37 percent of the country under Taliban
control. In 2017, a total of 10,453 civilian casualties – 3,438 people
killed and 7,015 injured were reported, with a high proportion due
to suicide bombings and other attacks using improvised explosive
devices (IEDs).1 These are not isolated incidents far removed from
Kabul. The World Bank Office, adjacent to the Embassies of UK
and Canada, and close to the German and US Embassies in the
diplomatic zone of Kabul, has continued to experience exposure to
the security hazards.
There have been nearly four decades of devastating protracted
violent conflict, since the Soviet invasion of 1979-89. Prior to 1979,
only 30 percent of urban lands and less than 10 percent of rural land
areas had been registered with state institutions. Most of the property
deeds have either been destroyed or are in a dire state. Multiple
claims on the same piece of land have spiraled out of control. Land
grabbing, especially by war lords, and often about the opium poppy
trade, has been on the rise and a source of undermining governance,
the rule of law and sustainable development. Land-related conflicts
continue to grow, further complicating any consolidation of peace
in an explosive environment. Land administration functions had
been spread across several government institutions with overlapping
mandates without any coordination mechanisms, which had further
undermined institutional capacities to address the daunting land
administration issues in the country. Hence the challenges faced by
ARAZI with the support of Keith are daunting.

President presenting the medal to Keith Bell, on 15 February 2018.

1 UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA)
and the UN Human Rights Office, Feb 2018.
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2018 Regional Conference – Inverloch
The Inverloch Invasion – by over 120 delegates, partners and
exhibitors – occurred 27-29 April.

and this year was no exception. CR Kennedy’s Omar Gonzalez took
MCing to new heights with his chair top welcome!

The RACV Inverloch Resort was an excellent venue for the
conference and dinner and a great base from which to explore
all that the Bass Coast had to offer.

Saturday commenced with a Tracking Down the Past (A Rediscovery of the Original Road Network into the Western
Strzelecki Ranges) presentation from Neil Breeden – complete
with maps for post presentation perusal.

After we had all consumed a very tasty lunch, Bass Coast Shire
Council Deputy Mayor, Cr. Brett Tessari, welcomed all to his home
patch and encouraged further investigation of the area.
The keynote address from Robert Marsh, Valuer General Victoria,
was highly informative and very well received.
CR Kennedy and UPG provided brief trade and new
personnel updates.
A Victorian Government Panel: The Changing Landscape of
Surveying and Land Development, was chaired by SurveyorGeneral Craig Sandy MISVic with panellists Maria Rosero (Director,
Victorian Government Land Monitor), Dom Passaportis (Director,
Government Land Advice and Coordination), and David Wille
(Branch Manager, Application and Survey). This session was
particularly educational with an extensive Q&A session included.
A separate highlight was President Tom Champion MISVic
presenting Craig with his ISV Membership Certificate.
David Wille returned, along with Dale Butterworth (Branch Manager,
Subdivisions) to inform all via a Land Use Victoria Cadastral
Forum, wherein 100% digital, Section 35 subdivisions involving
NICO, and LUV’s new requirements for restrictions which come
into effect on 1st July were discussed. Again, a considerable and
valued Q&A session was included.
And so, off we went to the Captain’s Lounge at the Espy Hotel to
enjoy the CR Kennedy sponsored Friday Night Networking Event.
This soiree has become the must attend event at the conference
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The ISV community support presentation was delivered by Steve
Ronalds who inspired us with his story of Gippsland Jersey
– a business development and farming community
assistance journey.
Identifying, acknowledging and tackling mental health in the dairy
industry was a moment of awakening and call to action for many
of us.
Emma Crowther MISVic, presenting on The Surveying Profession:
Thoughts from a Young Surveyor, provided an insightful and
educated snapshot of her career to date and future aspirations for
both herself and the profession.
The CR Kennedy sponsored The Morwell Briquette Factory
Project – A Future Vision was presented by Cheryl Wragg, a local
community advocate/activist. A different twist on an asbestos
problem was enlightening.
Alan Timcke FISVic, complete with white board technology, was
very informative when presenting on Dam(n) Surveillance and All
That Jazz. Years of experience still relative today and into the future.
ISV President Elect and Principal Surveying at Spiire, Kellie Dean
MISVic, presented a Planning Case Study on Jumbunna and
Mental Health in the Workplace – What Spiire does, both
components resonating very well with delegates.
Salvin Gounder provided a well presented and educational insight
into Aboriginal Land Surveys – Alice Springs Town Camps Case
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Study and Greig Mercer (Plant Director, Watersure)
explained the creation, role and future around the Victorian
Desalination Project.

focussed view on leadership and, as is ISV tradition, a donation
was made to Jenny’s preferred charity, The Monash Children’s
Hospital Clayton.

Rounding out this session was an ISV Update, where President
Tom Champion MISVic informed us on all things ISV including the
ISV Communication Upgrade Project and the current state of play
with the LRS Commercialisation.

Dinner guests were entertained by Acoustic Reprise, a three
piece and very talented “band” – and yes, it did include Jon
Lambert (our final conference speaker), and Jayne Neilson
(wife of Jonathan Neilson).
Great music and vocals presented in an unobtrusive yet very
entertaining way.

The final conference session saw Jim Bertuch (Senior Surveyor,
SMEC) present a Construction Case Study of the Sale RAAF
Base, a far from “plane” presentation.
In a second community support themed presentation, Jon Lambert
(CEO, Beyond Subsistence) spoke on the informative and thought
provoking subject Forestry and Agroforestry in the Developing
World – a not-for-profit perspective.
Conference Convenor Mike Purbrick MISVic wrapped up the
conference with an overview of all presentations and thanked the
session chairs – Steven Wallace, Paul Dwyer, Gerry Ward, Jonathan
Neilson and Bruce Vroegop – for doing a great job.
Our valued sustaining members – Platinum: CR Kennedy, Gold:
UPG, Silver: Position Partners, General: ACVSIS, Lightwave
Technology, Listech, and SPALCO – continued their support by
attending as Exhibitors, as did ACSV Search.
And so to the second social highlight of the conference
– the Gala Dinner.
The conference/exhibitor space had been transformed into an
elegant and spacious venue, with fine food and beverages
enjoyed by all.
Guest Speaker Jenny Hammett (Program Director, Gippsland
Community Leadership Program) provided a reflective and future

Sunday morning saw a good contingent head down the State Coal
Mine at Wonthaggi – and they all made it back! – prior to enjoying
a farewell BBQ lunch.
Partners participated in half day and full day tours, taking up the
Deputy Mayor’s invitation to explore – cheese, wine, pottery, art,
retail therapy and country hospitality were enjoyed, with very
positive feedback received on the tours and very friendly and
professional tour guides.
Our “Junior Surveyors” continued to support us with Sarah and
Lachlan Franklin; Sienna, Eli, and Amelia Nobelius and Jude Walker
attending (with their parents) – and enjoying the painting kits.
Finally, a vote of thanks to the considerable effort put in by ISV’s
Gippsland Regional Group Regional Conference Organising
Committee. Mike Purbrick, Steven Wallace, Paul Dwyer, Gerry Ward,
Jonathan Neilson, and Bruce Vroegop did a sterling job – well done
and thanks gentlemen.
So, let us finish with an invitation and a challenge!
We invite you to, and hope to see you in, the Geelong area in
March 2019 and, bring a younger (PTA, Graduate, Student)
with you!
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Seen at the Regional Conference – Inverloch
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Pacific and New Zealand surveying and geospatial
professionals join forces for capacity development
in the Pacific and explain to our own
ministers and aid organisations why
NZ should share our skills, resources
and learnings with you and in turn,
learn from you.”
Strang commended the work of
the PGSC in developing a comprehensive 10-year Strategy to guide
and enhance surveying and geospatial services in the region. She
noted that the strategy presented
a number of opportunities for NZIS
to contribute, and was particularly
interested in the establishment of
a Young Surveyors Network, noting
that a similar initiative has been
successful in New Zealand.

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between
the Pacific Geospatial and Surveying Council (PGSC) and New
Zealand Institute of Surveyors (NZIS) today signals new opportunities
to enhance geospatial capacity and professional support in the
Pacific Islands.
The signing took place during the fourth PGSC meeting currently
underway in Tonga and attended by Pacific Island lands survey
and geospatial experts. This meeting is held in coordination with
the United Nations Initiative on Global Geospatial Information
Management (UN-GGIM) International Workshop on Legal & Policy
Framework for Geospatial Information.
“We are grateful that NZIS has come on board as we need to work
with regional partners to advance geospatial and surveying services
in the region,” said the chair of the PGSC and Director of Tuvalu
Lands and Survey Department, Mr Faatasi Malologa. “The PGSC has
developed significantly over the last few years and this is another
great step forward.”
President for New Zealand Institute of Surveyors, Ms Rebecca Strang
noted, “NZIS will assist in advocating for the development of capability

The Board and members of The
Institution of Surveyors Victoria
acknowledge and thank our
sustaining members for 2018

GENERAL
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The Pacific Community has established the Pacific Geospatial and
Surveying Partnership Desk to provide secretariat services and
support the PGSC in achieving their goals and objectives.
“Members of the PGSC will no doubt benefit from today’s MOU
signing as services provided by Pacific geospatial scientists and
surveyors support a multitude of industries and sectors and contribute
significantly to the security and well-being of Pacific people,” said
Deputy Director for Geo-resources and Energy Mr Akuila Tawake.
The PGSC Strategy 2017-2027 will be launched tomorrow evening
by The Honourable Prime Minister of Tonga Samiuela ‘Akilisi Pohiva.
The Pacific Geospatial and Surveying Council Strategy is the product
of several years of collaborative consultation and design on the
part of PGSC members and development partners, including SPC,
Geoscience Australia, Land Information New Zealand, the International Federation of Surveyors (FIG), and the United Nations
Initiative on Global Geospatial Information Management (UNGGIM). Made possible by Australian Government funding, it is
the first such regional strategy ever produced by a surveying and
geospatial body.

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER
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Australia and New Zealand

Conference

SAVE THE DATE 17th AUGUST 2018
Position Partners,Topcon and Sokkia are proud to present the MAGNET Conference on the 17th of August 2018. This
conference will provide attendees with a complete breakdown and demonstration of the latest updates to the Magnet
software. Attendees will also get the opportunity to learn how they can use MAGNET Office to improve efficiency
and productivity. Members of the Topcon MAGNET research and development team will be on site to discuss and
present upcoming developments and address any challenges end-users may be experiencing, to help with achieving
the overall outcomes of improving efficiency within the software.
Throughout the conference, Position Partners national MAGNET support team will give MAGNET software users the
opportunity to participate in three punchy classroom sessions and multiple workshops targeted towards specific
features of the software. Attendees will also have access to MAGNET Office support desks and Tips and Tricks
segments.
LOCATION:
COST:

The Westin Hotel
Heritage Ballroom
1 Martin Place Sydney
Early Bird Rate $200+GST if registered before 13th July
$300+GST if registered after the 13th of July

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER
www.positionpartners.com.au/events/survey-geospatial/australia-and-new-zealand-magnet-user-conference

Get in touch today:

1300 867 266
info@positionpartners.com.au
www.positionpartners.com.au
Australia • New Zealand • SE Asia
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Murray Group Report
“I have been invited to address the Murray Group at their Conference
in Albury” said Bob. A quick look in my diary told me that I could
have a few days away so why not tag along. Besides we have only
passed through Albury, never having had a good look around. Here
was a great opportunity to explore.
I could not believe how dry the countryside was on the trip down;
hardly a blade of grass in sight. Farmers must be “doing it tough”. We
stopped for a picnic lunch at ‘The Tucker Box”, filled up with fuel and
stretched our legs.
Staying at the Quest Apartments in town was a good choice. Very
modern, clean, well equipped, quiet and extremely comfortable. We
met up with Tony Proust, Charles and Narelle Fransen and headed off
to a really good restaurant, “La Maison” (French in name but owned
by Lebanese Aussies) not far away. The excellent food, red wine and
lots of conversation prepared us for a restful night’s sleep.
The next morning I waved Tony and Bob off to work whilst I, with map
in hand, decided to explore the town on foot. It was a warm and sunny
day and within easy walk I stumbled upon the Botanical Gardens.
The manicured gardens, with a collage of colour, were amazing. I
had no idea that coleus came in so many colours from deep creams,
and greens to deep reds. Garden seats were strategically placed
under big old trees where one could not resist sitting and relaxing for
a while. The Children’s Garden was delightful with statues of animals,
seats carved from tree stumps, musical instruments, secret paths,
garden beds filled with edibles, little tomatoes, strawberries, herbs
and more. Very cleverly planned and well used.
Moving on I discovered some historical buildings, the stone work at
the Court House was certainly impressive. The Entertainment Centre,
the library, coffee shops, shopping plazas, supermarkets, fashion
boutiques and much more. The town was buzzing. Heading back
to the hotel around 4.30 after some retail therapy I stumbled upon

St Patrick’s Catholic Church built in 1872. Very impressive with its
stained glass windows and beautiful statues. No matter where we
travel, one always finds a Church or museum don’t we?
Bob reported that the meeting was very successful. A good mix
of Victorian and NSW topics and attendees. He always finds
interest in seeing how the “Mexicans” do some things so much
better. For instance, the SPEAR Planning Portal would make a great
improvement to the DA process in NSW. It seems to incorporate
speed and transparency in the process.
In the evening we met with others from the Conference for drinks at
the St Ives hotel. Sadly only three women and a handful of males
stayed for dinner. As seems to be the norm for the Harrisons, Bob
sat at one table and me on the other. I sat with Mick Gray (President)
Alistair Kemp (Secretary), Russell Douthat, Nick Cooper and Brett
Polkinghorne. We discussed many subjects from the success of
the conference, politics, holidays and much more. After dinner we
merged both tables where I met Pat Esler (Treasurer), and his wife,
Tracey. They kept us entertained with stories for the rest of the night.
As Bob is a vintage car tragic, he sniffed out the “Chryslers-on-theMurray” Car Show at the Showground on Saturday which meant (you
guessed it) we had to delay our departure to “do an inspection”.
Actually it was quite enjoyable. I do not know anything about cars but
there were some models I recognised. My favourite was a “gorgeous”
1934 Chrysler ute. Bob fell in love with a 1962 De Soto 2-door
Hardtop in pristine condition. There were over 1,000 vehicles from
all over the place on show. Quite a display!
All too soon we headed for home. Another great social, meeting new
people and sharing experiences.
‘til next time.
Mary Harrison (ISV’s Roving Reporter)

ISV North Central Regional Group – Student Bursary
The lSV North Central Regional Group invites any Northern Victorian
surveying student who is undertaking tertiary education to apply for
our Student Bursary.

Candidates should electronically submit a concise resume containing
a brief autobiography, their course details and progress, career
intentions etc. to ISV via the Executive Officer, by 31 July 2018.

The North Central Regional Group has set aside a total $1000 pa
to be directed to this award. The award will be distributed in $500
amounts and the successful applicants are to use this money for their
use in surveying education expenses.

The lSV North Central Regional Group will examine these submissions
and determine the bursary recipients.
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Surveying Expo and
the Surveying Industry
Awards Gala Dinner
Encore, St Kilda – Friday 27 July
Event Highlights:
• Rachael Musgrave-Evans and
David Boyle Fellowship Presentations
• Entertainment by Dave O’Neil

The Surveying Expo
will again enable you to gain informative educational
outcomes, technology updates and networking
opportunities in a superb venue with outstanding catering.

The Surveying Industry
Awards Gala Dinner
provides you with the opportunity to join industry,
tertiary and profession high achievers during a night
of acknowledgment, entertainment and fellowship –
complimented by stunning surrounds and six star dining.

This Ban

d Totally

Entertain

s

Note your diary
– a day and night
not to be missed!

page 17

Traverse 318 • June 2018

Big Screen.Giant Potential
ADVERTORIAL
Meet the Trimble TSC7 controller, a new field solution for
surveyors that is changing the face of the industry.

• Hot-Swappable Batteries mean users can better manage
time in the field.

Coupled with Trimble Access 2018 software, the TSC7 is
the musthave controller for survey fieldwork and scanning,
bringing powerful enhancements to the field in a design based
on customer feedback.

• Microsoft Windows 10 Pro Operating System allows multitasking from the field.

Faster and more powerful than its predecessors, the TSC7
controller offers a modern 7-inch touchscreen and more
memory, improving overall productivity and efficiency.

• Trimble Access 2018 software offers an intuitive user
interface that improves workflows.
• Modern Connectivity across GSM, LTE, Bluetooth, and
Wi-Fi with EMPOWER modular units.

It provides a tablet experience with a physical keyboard and a
sunlight readable 7-inch touchscreen that supports pinch, tap
and slide gestures.

Trimble has also released a new version of its field software,
Trimble Access 2018. The software features a new user
interface and powerful graphics capabilities to deliver
enhanced workflows for field surveyors.

Users can interact with the TSC7 intuitively, easily zooming,
panning and selecting items on the large touchscreen. Frontand rear-facing cameras allow users to video conference their
office from the field for on-the-job support, and capture highdefinition videos and images that provide valuable context to
their data and clients.

Access 2018 has been redesigned with even more intuitive
menus and screen navigation to take advantage of the TSC7’s
7-inch touchscreen and computing power, while leveraging
software workflows, which include applications for general
survey, road, tunnels and pipelines.

Plus, with the power and flexibility of Microsoft Windows 10
Pro, sharing files and synchronising data between field and
office is easier than ever before. It’s the next-gen controller
for surveyors everywhere.
Key features include:
• 7-inch Touchscreen offers better visibility for 3D data
mapping and scanning.
• Improved Handling thanks to its lightweight, rugged, and
ergonomic design.
• Backlit Keypad lets surveyors work anywhere, anytime
even in the dark.
• Dual Cameras allow users to document and collaborate in
the field.

Access 2018 also integrates with the Trimble Sync Manager
application to enable cloud-based data management between
the office and the field.
Surveyors can quickly start working by downloading
preconfigured jobs in the field with DXF maps and CSV files
linked ready to start surveying.
Sync Manager also integrates seamlessly with Trimble
Business Centre software and is compatible with other
industry office software platforms.
Whether surveyors are moving from an older Trimble
controller or are new to Trimble, they can begin using
the TSC7 the same day. Existing Trimble customers, can
transfer their Trimble Access software license under current
maintenance to the TSC7 free of charge and begin enjoying its
benefits immediately.

We’ve been searching for someone like you!

Feigl & Newell
Professional Searchers

Professional Searchers of: Survey Information, Titles,
General Law, Crown Land Status, Historical (Environmental) Searches,
Covenant Beneficiaries
Suite 812, Level 8,
530 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 3000
Box 2343, GPO Melbourne 3001
DX301 Melbourne
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Tel: 9629 3011, 9620 7022
Fax: 9649 7833
Email: info@feigl-newell.com.au
www.feigl-newell.com.au
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Windows 10
Intel Pentium Processor
New Trimble Access Software
Advanced 7-inch Touchscreen
Rugged All-Condition Build
User-Interchangeable Modules
Exceptional Ergonomics
Rear and Front-Facing Camera

Big Screen.Giant Potential.
Introducing the Trimble TSC7.
Born from a 20-year legacy of industry expertise and paired with new Trimble Access software, this class-leading device delivers
complete field-to-office connectivity. It’s rugged. It’s reliable. And it puts the entire Trimble ecosystem in the palm of your hand.
With the TSC7, you don’t just see the big picture. You control it.

P: 03 9518 7400
upgsolutions.com
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From 50 years ago…
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CALENDAR 2018
JUNE

OCTOBER

Wednesday 6
Monday
11

ISV Board Meeting
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

JULY
Wednesday 11
Friday
27
		
		

ISV Board Meeting
SURVEYING EXPO and
SURVEYING INDUSTRY AWARDS 		
GALA DINNER

Wednesday

ISV Board Meeting

AUGUST

1

SEPTEMBER
Wednesday 5
Thursday
13
Wednesday 26
Friday
28

ISV Board Meeting
ISV Annual General Meeting
Colin Middleton Luncheon
Grand Final Public Holliday

Wednesday 3
Thursday
4
Friday
19

ISV Board Meeting
Gippsland Regional Group Seminar
RMIT Major Project Presentations

NOVEMBER
Wednesday 7
Tuesday
13

ISV Board Meeting
North Central Regional Group Seminar

DECEMBER
Thursday
6
		
		
Tuesday
25
Wednesday 26

Seminar & General Meeting
& Christmas Networking Event
ISV Board Meeting
Christmas Day
Boxing Day

Infrastructure Engineering
Networking Night 2018

ISV Welcomes:
Member:

Nicholas De Weger, Craig Sandy,
Tobias Swanson, Maxim Tyun

Graduate:

Julian Conte

Student:

Michael Danaher

ISV was (again) please to support and be represented at the
University of Melbourne’s 2018 Infrastructure Engineering
Networking Night on 22 March.
This year’s event was hosted in a more relaxed setting, with
attending students and industry representatives encouraged
to move around and network throughout the night.
We thank Mark Howley MISVic, Jock Gunn MISVic,
Sam Lovelock GradISVic, Briallen Frisken GradISVic, and
Hugh Baird MISVic for representing ISDV at the event.

Curly’s Conundrum No.12
The Australian batsman Dave Sorenson strikes two magnificent fours off the
bowling of A.K. Trundler — one to the long-on boundary and the other to
square-leg. The third delivery is lofted into the outfield, bisecting the angle
between long-on and square-leg. The ball is retrieved right on the boundary
line and Sorenson is run out by a magnificent return which shatters the stumps
at the batsman's end. Assuming the cricket ground to be an ellipse whose
major and minor axes are 210 and 180 yards respectively, and the pitch is
symmetrically placed at the centre, how far did the fielder throw the ball?

Solution to Curly’s Conundrum No.11
Mr I. Madill has outfoxed himself by inaccurate use of the scissors on the
kitchen table. His poorly cut shapes do not allow him to realise that the line
AY (in Diagram B, previous issue) is not a straight line! Surveyor Peggit applied
simple trigonometry to convince Mr Madill that he had not found a way to
instant wealth.
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ADVERSE POSSESSION & GENERAL LAW
LAND, TITLE BOUNDARY AMENDMENTS
EASEMENTS & ROADS

WANTED

Peter Speakman & Co.
Lawyers
Suite 2, 1396 Malvern Road
(PO Box 72) Glen Iris, Vic 3146
Tel: 9822 8611
Email: speakman@speakman.com.au
www.speakman.com.au

The Institution of Surveyors, Victoria
President
Vice President
Honorary Secretary
Honorary Treasurer
President Elect
Immediate Past President

-

Tom Champion
Alan Timcke
Adele Thomson
Matthew Heemskerk
Kellie Dean
Doug Gow

YOUR SURVEYING RELATED PHOTOS
Please forward to isv@isvic.org.au

Student Job Seekers
(source: Surveying Task Force and University of Melbourne)
Dzenan (Jen) Alispahic alispahic.d@gmail.com
0415 623 712
based in St Albans

Board

Thomas Chan
0490 762 83

Thomas.chan2112@gmail.com
based in Doncaster East

Russell Douthat, Mark Howley, Clint Joseph, Sam Lovelock,
Jonathan Neilson, Linda Porter, Anton Wyatt

Weizhang Chen
0478 952 198

weizhang899@gmail.com
based in Mulgrave

Surveyors Registration Board of Victoria
Representatives

Steven Mann
0430 588 810

steventhmann@gmail.com
based in Hawthorn

Vu Nguyen
0402 935 460

nguyenvuu97@gmail.com
based in Derrimut

Aydin Ozeral
0401 204 853

aozeral@gmail.com
based in Maribyrnong

Nathan Thompson
0438 805 411

nsthompson1@hotmail.com
based in Carlton

Rachael Musgrave-Evans & Peter Sullivan

ACSV Representative
Andrew Harman

University Student Representatives
Ben Holland (RMIT) Chris Marshall (Melbourne)

Traverse
Peter Sullivan, Gary White

Executive Officer
Gary White

Please make contact if you can assist with a placement

Patron
The Honourable Linda Dessau AC
Governor of Victoria

Honorary Legal Counsel
David Vorchheimer, Partner – HWL Ebsworth Lawyers
Suite 206, 370 St Kilda Road, Melbourne Victoria 3004
Telephone: [03] 9326 9227 • Facsimile: [03] 9326 9216
Email: isv@isvic.org.au • www.surveying.org.au

TRAVERSE
To ensure quality content, Traverse is
reverting to quarterly publication. General
information will continue to be relayed to
members via electronic updates.

TRAVERSE is published quarterly. Articles and letters related to any aspect
of surveying are invited and should be sent to the Executive Officer at the ISV
Office by the 12th of the month prior to the edition.
Statements of opinion expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of
The Institution of Surveyors, Victoria and no responsibility
can be accepted in respect of the opinion of any contributor.
Enquiries to the Executive Officer, Gary White, at The Institution of Surveyors,
Victoria on Telephone: [03] 9326 9227 Facsimile: [03] 9326 9216

GARY SAYS:
"Red wine is the foundation
of my food pyramid".

Email:gwhite@isvic.org.au
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Leica GS18 T
Measure where others can’t with
the world’s fastest GNSS RTK rover

exclusive
Australian distributor

The Leica GS18 T is the fastest and easiest to use GNSS smart antenna now that you
no longer need to hold the pole vertical. This is thanks to the first true tilt compensation
solution that is immune to magnetic disturbances and calibration free! Without the
need to level in the field any longer, and the ability to measure points where others
can’t, you can realise up to 20 per cent time savings. Your field crews become more
productive and you can complete more jobs in less time with the GS18 T.
With integrated quality assurance, the Leica GS18 T smart antenna
measures the pole tilt values and stores these for each measurement,
ensuring measurement traceability and complete quality reporting.
Combining the Leica GS18 T with the revolutionary Captivate
software turns complex data into the most realistic and
workable 3D models to help make informed,
real time decisions.
Experience what it’s like to forget the bubble.
Call 1300 886 982 for a
Leica GS18 T demonstration.

Call 1300 886 982 for more information

survey.crkennedy.com.au

