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Happy New Year! 2017 was a big 
year for the Land Development and 
Civil Infrastructure sectors which 
many of us work in. With continuing 
housing demand and the Victorian 
Government’s ambitious infrastructure 
agenda it seems as though the high 
workload (and subsequent pressure 
on surveying workforce capacity) will 
continue well into 2018 and beyond.

2017 was also a significant year for the ISV and its Board of Directors. 
We had resignations of long serving Board members and both 
past-presidents, Scott Jukes and Glenn Collins, as well as long-
time contributor to the Surveying Taskforce, Michael Allsopp. Their 
contribution to the ISV has been immense, and I am sure I speak 
for all ISV members when I say thank you for your dedication and 
contribution to the ISV. Glenn….“so long, and thanks for all the fish!”

In 2017 we welcomed five new Directors; Russell Douthat, Linda 
Porter, Mark Howley, Anton Wyatt, and Kellie Dean. I extend my 
thanks to each of them for joining the ISV Board and I look forward to 
working with each of them over the next year.

Further to Kellie’s appointment to the Board she has also been 
elected to the positon of President Elect. We are fortunate to have 
somebody of Kellie’s calibre and character in the position of President 
Elect. Kellie has strong interests in:

•	 Promoting diversity and inclusion in the surveying profession;
•	 Increasing member engagement; and
•	 Greater collaboration with other kindred bodies and stakeholders.

Those who know Kellie will testify that she displays strong leadership, 
a deep appreciation of the surveying profession and an enthusiasm 
for improving the people around her. She will be spending the next 
9 months working hard to form her agenda. I wish Kellie the best of 
luck and know she will successfully advance the goals and objectives 
of the ISV. 

Many of you will now be aware that as of late last year the ISV Board 
of Directors elected to elevate Rachael Musgrave-Evans to Fellow of 
the Institution of Surveyors Victoria.  This honour is a well-deserved 

recognition of the immense contribution, leading roles and passionate 
support Rachael has provided to the profession over many years. Her 
long time membership of the Surveyors Registration Board of Victoria 
and passion she brings to that appointment is well known, but what 
is perhaps not as well-known is her ongoing lecturing at RMIT, The 
University of Melbourne and recent appointment to the Surveying 
Taskforce….as well as running a successful business.

Kellie and Rachael become the first women to hold these appoint-
ments in the ISV’s 144 year history which is very exciting for the 
ISV and the surveying profession. As we continue to promote and 
encourage more women to participate in this profession, we also 
look forward to women occupying more senior and leadership 
positions within it.

Land Registry Commercialisation Update
As reported last year we had been informed that the Government 
was aiming to release the results of the scoping study into the 
commercialisation of Land Registry Services prior to Christmas 2017. 
We understand the scoping study may have been completed however 
details of the proposed commercial operating models, economic 
justification and anticipated public benefit are yet to be released.

The ISV is therefore not in a positon, at this point in time, to endorse 
or not support any proposal by Government to commercialise Land 
Registry Services.  Our unresolved concerns primarily revolve around 
three issues: 

1. The need to ensure the role of properly qualified, trained and 
experienced staff in the operation of the cadastral system; 

2. A commitment to price certainty and an assurance that fees 
cannot be excessively driven up by a private operator; 

3. An effective mechanism of recourse for government and the 
community in the event of system failure following any transition 
to a private operator of these important public functions. 

In outlining these issues it is important to recognise the importance 
of public confidence in the cadastral system. While the workings 
of the system are little seen and little understood by many in the 
community, the certainty the system provides is central to the entire 
basis of land ownership and effective land management. This impacts 
on fundamental aspects of community life from home ownership 
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(the single biggest investment decision most Victorians will make) to 
the management and control of community infrastructure.

We are yet to be convinced that these issues have been adequately 
resolved in other recent commercialisation processes of land 
registries. The same concerns have also led to governments in some 
international jurisdictions deciding against the commercialisation of 
elements of the cadastral system.  

ISNSW Australia Day Seminar 2018
I recently had the pleasure of attending the Institution of Surveyors 
NSW 2018 Australia Day Seminar. Attendance at seminars and 
conferences in other jurisdictions is a great experience and the 
benefit to your professional development cannot be underestimated. 
Surveyors based interstate and internationally often face the similar 
challenges to us in Victoria. Discussion and collaboration with those 
surveyors can provide alternate views and ways of addressing those 
challenges and provide you with fresh ideas and new opportunities.

The keynote speaker for the event was former New Zealand cricketer 
Sir Richard Hadlee who spoke on the subject of professionalism. Sir 
Richard spoke about how he approached cricket as a professional and 
how this approach benefitted his career and his performance. He also 

suggested that this approach was maybe sometimes misinterpreted 
as arrogance, or individualism in a team sport. However he refuted 
these claims by suggesting that being a professional involves setting 
ambitious goals for yourself, goals that you think may be beyond your 
capability, and so when you achieve those goals you have earned the 
right to feel a little proud.

He reminded us of what it takes to be a professional; practice and 
repetition, a desire to perfect something, extending and challenging 
your ability, adherence to standards and ethical behaviour, and having 
role models (in Sir Richard’s case – Dennis Lillee).

These are important messages when we consider a number of 
challenges facing this profession that not only have the potential to 
affect our ability to service the needs of the community, but also 
challenge our long term relevance to the community. And so we must 
be very careful not to compromise those elements of professionalism 
that Sir Richard discussed when we look to build capacity within this 
profession, and adapt to a rapidly changing world.

Good luck for 2018 and I wish you all every success.

Tom Champion LS MISVic
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Trademark challenge was an important win 

Licensed and registered surveyors have scored an important win 
that will help protect the integrity and reputation of the profession 
in this country. 

IP Australia has rejected an application from the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) to register the term “chartered 
surveyor” as a trademark, thus removing the risk of introducing a 
new and confusing term into the industry. 

The Council of Reciprocating Surveyors Boards of Australia and 
New Zealand (CRSBANZ) argued strongly and passionately that 
to introduce such a trademark may be in conflict with Australian 
surveying legislation — and the hearing officer agreed. 

In his finding, he noted that the term Chartered Surveyor “contains 
little or no inherent adaptation to distinguish the designated 
services”. 

That is exactly the point. The term has no relevance in the 
Australian system, would offer nothing new to the system, and 
could confuse the public. 

As with all such legal matters, this was quite a long battle, but it 
was well worth the effort, as it saw an important principle upheld. 

As most readers of this newsletter would know, “chartered 
surveyor” is a RICS membership category. However, meeting the 

RICS criteria for this category — and thus having the right, under 
RICS rules, to use the title does not infer or represent meeting the 
standards for registration in Australia as a licensed or registered 
surveyor. 

It was the strong argument of CRSBANZ, that registering what in 
this country is only a membership category for one organisation, 
would be in conflict with the existing clearly defined and well 
recognised titles of licensed or registered surveyor. 

A surveyor must be registered with a state board as a registered 
or licensed cadastral surveyor to perform boundary surveys and to 
retain that registration must maintain competency and knowledge 
of cadastral law and its application. 

CRSBANZ was strongly supported in this case by the Surveyors’ 
Board of Australia and New Zealand, as well as the Spatial Industry 
Business Association (SIBA), and the Australian Institute of Mining 
Surveyors (AIMS). 

The strong rejection of the trademark application was not an attack 
on RICS or the role it plays in Australia. The main interest was in 
maintaining the integrity of the cadastral system in Australia. 

The resulting decision should give Australians a sense of certainty 
when engaging licensed or registered surveyors, because they will 
know that registration/licensing ensures a professional surveyor 
who has suitably demonstrated his or her competency.

Council of the Reciprocating 
Surveyors Boards of Australia 
and New Zealand (CRSBANZ) 

 Secretariat:-PO Box 656, Spring Hill QLD 4004 
PH: (07) 3839 7744 FAX: (07) 3839 8341

Email: eo@sbci.com.au Website: www.surveyor.asn.au 

CHRISTMAS WITH ISV…
ISV, as an organisation enjoying the Governor of 
Victoria’s patronage, was invited to provide an 
ornament to hang on the Governor’s Christmas Tree. 

Executive Officer Gary White’s daughter Amanda 
created a surveying themed ornament – thanks 
Amanda – which duly held pride of place on the 
Governor’s Christmas Tree.

Pictured: President Tom Champion inspecting the 
Governor’s Christmas Tree, inset – the ISV ornament.

Member Alastair Davies son Owen enjoyed receiving 
the December edition of Traverse – as pictured. 

In Owen’s words: “It’s a postcard from Santa!”
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Phillip is a property and business lawyer with particular 
expertise in property development, adverse possession, 
compulsory acqui-sition and title issues such as 
easements, roads and restrictive covenants. Phillip acted 
for the successful party in the leading Victorian Supreme 
Court of Victoria authority in the area of adverse 
possession, Abbatangelo v Whittlesea Council.

Adverse possession is a technical area of the law and surveyors 
should be mindful of the legal principles required to prove a claim 
and encourage their clients to get expert legal advice early. In 
some cases, you have one shot to make a claim successfully. 
But just because someone makes a claim, it does not mean that 
the registered proprietor cannot do anything to defend the claim. 
But before you can work out how to defend a claim, we need to 
understand how a claim is made.

What is adverse possession?
Adverse possession is a legal principle enabling the occupier of a 
piece of land to obtain ownership. A claimant must prove:

•	 That they have had actual possession of the land which 
is exclusive to the paper title owner and the world at large. 
Possession cannot be with the consent of the owner but the 
owner’s knowledge of the possession is not relevant. Some acts 
alone may not be sufficient to establish possession but when 
combined with other acts may be enough to make a claim; and

•	 They had an intention to possess the land. Mere personal 
convenience will not constitute a sufficient intention. Fencing 
and enclosing the land and payment of rates suggests an 
intention. Enclosure is the best possible evidence of an intention. 
It is almost impossible to establish adverse possession without 
some form of enclosure; and

•	 Their possession has continued for at least 15 years without 
interruption.

Adverse possession will, as a general rule, extinguish the title of 
the true owner to everything above and below the surface but will 
be subject to existing easements unless they can be removed as 
part of the application.

The most common examples of successful adverse possession 
involve fencing not being in alignment with the title boundary, 
building over another’s title boundary, blocking off old laneways 
and roads and the deliberate enclosure or use of another’s land 
(particularly in rural settings).

How do claims start?
Claims usually start when a party wants to replace a fence or 
undertake a development, subdivision or renovation and obtains 
a survey.

What can affect whether 
a person can make a claim?
Where the area claimed includes a road, reserve or easement, 
evidence of non-use for 30 years or more is required. If a road, 
Council will also need to confirm by letter that the land is not a 
road for the purpose of the Road Management Act 2004 (Vic) or 
on the Council’s public register of roads (if Torrens Land).

How to make a claim?
Claims can be made to Land Victoria under the Transfer of Land 
Act 1958 (Vic), by seeking a declaration from the County Court 
of Victoria or Supreme Court of Victoria pursuant to the Limitation 
of Actions Act 1958 (Vic) or via the Magistrate’s Court of Victoria 
pursuant to the Fences Act 1968 (Vic).

The Abbatangelo v Whittlesea City Council case sets out some 
useful guidance on the principles considered for a claim to be 
successful. For a comprehensive review of the case, see our case 
study at www.tlfc.com.au.

Every adverse possession case is different and it is case law that 
has developed the criteria as to what can constitute a valid claim. 
There have been some recent important cases in the area.

Case law update - Laming v Jennings 
- County Court of Victoria 2017 VCC 1223
The case concerned a claim by the defendant over part of the 
plaintiff’s land claiming title by possession for an area of approx-
imately 1400 square metres. An alternative claim was made by 
the defendant that he had acquired an easement through the 
doctrine of the lost modern grant. The plaintiff denied that the 
defendant had any claims. After an 11 day hearing, the plaintiff 
successfully defended the adverse possession claim and the 
Court ordered an easement for recreation. The orders for the 
easement are subject to appeal to be heard late 2018.

How was the adverse possession 
claim successfully challenged?
The land was not enclosed in any way and remained unfenced 
for the whole period claimed. Apart from a mow line, there was 
no difference between the disputed land and the balance of the 
plaintiff’s land. There was evidence that the alleged possessor 
mowed the disputed land and undertook a variety of activities 
on the land including ball games, storing wood on the land, 
undertaking burning of green waste and occasional picnics. Over 
the years, a few fruit trees were also planted on the disputed land.

The Court found that the lack of enclosure and the acts done 
by the alleged possessor were not sufficient to establish the 
necessary intention to possess. It will always be difficult to make a 
claim if there is no attempt to exclude people off the land (usually 
done by enclosure or signage).

Adverse Possession
How to defend a claim
By Phillip Leaman, Principal, Tisher Liner FC Law
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Apart from the attack by the plaintiff that there was not sufficient 
possession of the land, the plaintiff was successful in breaking the 
15 year period due to:

•	 The alleged possessor making an offer to purchase the plaintiff’s 
land which constituted an acknowledgement of title for the 
purpose of section 24 and 25 of the Limitation of Actions Act. 
If you make an offer to purchase land you are possessing then 
any time prior to the offer will be discounted for the purpose of 
an adverse possession claim; and

•	 The owner of the disputed land undertook surveys in 1995, 
1997 and 2008 for the purpose of marking boundary posts, 
placing survey pegs to consider the subdivision of land and 
to determine what land to sell and to retain. If a client has 
large parcels of land and it is surveyed, it may be enough to 
restart the clock for an adverse possession claim if the surveyor 
surveys all the land and marks boundaries.

What to do if facing a claim 
of adverse possession?
•	 If the property was sold in the last 15 years, see if the claimant 

made an offer to buy the land;
•	 Check if it is a lane or road on a subdivision, as it might also 

benefit the lot owner of the subdivision who can object to the 
claim;

•	 Research the history of the fences and see if there has been a 
break in possession;

•	 Check old surveys and aerial photos to work out position of 
fences over the 15 year period;

•	 Consider issuing a notice to fence to bring the matter to a head;

What if there is possession but not 15 years?
•	 Consider physical entry upon the land (noting that you need to 

do something more than just mere re-entry);
•	 Consider fencing and changing locks on gates (subject to 

compliance with the Fences Act); and
•	 Consider issuing legal proceedings to seek a declaration.

It is important to note that a mere letter objecting to the possession 
will not be enough to stop time running. It is important that you 
are sure that 15 years possession has not accrued otherwise 
you could be committing a trespass and subject to a claim for 
damages. Owners can sometimes use the period of possession 
from their predecessors in title so just because a person has only 
owned their land for a short period of time may not prevent them 
from making a claim. Always obtain legal advice early and ensure 
a survey is undertaken to establish the actual measurements to 
see what is in contention.

When making a claim it is also important to consider whether 
the claim is prevented by statute. For example, claims cannot be 
made against land registered in the name of the Government/
Crown, VicTrack, some government organisations and Councils. 
A recent case highlights the importance of checking whether a 
statutory immunity exists.

Case law update- Olandezos v Bhatha 
– Supreme Court of Victoria 2017 VSC234
Bhatha lodged a caveat claiming a freehold estate in some land 
by adverse possession. The registered proprietor of the land was a 
deregistered company. Assets of deregistered companies vest in 
the name of the Australian Securities and Investment Commission 
(ASIC). The Court found that there was a potential claim for 
adverse possession but the main issue was whether or not ASIC 

was subject to the statutory immunity from adverse possession 
as being part of the Crown (Section 7 of the Limitation of Actions 
Act). The Court found that ASIC held the land not as an asset of 
ASIC but subject to the same property rights that the company 
had. The company had no Crown immunity and so ASIC did not 
have the benefit of Crown immunity in respect to the property. 
The Court found a claim could therefore be made against a 
deregistered company.  This case confirms the position that claims 
against original subdivider companies long deregistered can be 
validly made, notwithstanding the asset might be registered in 
ASIC’s name. However, you need to be careful because ASIC may 
transfer land to a Council at their request which will allow Council 
to rely on their statutory immunity.

So how do you make a successful claim?
Claimants should get clear evidence of possession from a variety 
of sources and obtain aerial photographs if needed. Claimants 
without 15 years possession in their own right should speak to 
neighbours, search survey records and speak to previous owners 
to establish possession. Clients who rely on predecessors in title 
need to be careful when making a claim to ensure that they 
independently verify what the previous owner tells them and to 
obtain a formal deed of assignment of possessory rights.

Lessons for Surveyors
Surveyors need to be wary that just because a person claims to 
have adverse possession does not mean that they will be able 
to establish the claim. Surveyors can assist clients by checking 
whether previous surveys exist and checking measurements 
and positions of fences, surveying all parts of the land and being 
careful of making statements in a surveyor’s report which are 
not verified by the surveyor with first hand knowledge. Surveyors 
should check if land is noted as a lane or road and if there are 
title discrepancies, note these to clients for further investigation.

There are strict time limits imposed on registered proprietors to 
lodge a caveat to prevent an adverse possession claim (30 days) 
and proceedings need to be issued within a further 30 days. 
Given the timeframe, clients need to obtain advice quickly and be 
sure of their position before embarking on costly litigation.

Further Information
For more information concerning adverse possession 
and making and defending claims, see  
www.tlfc.com.au or contact Phillip Leaman by email: 
pleaman@tlfc.com.au or phone on 03 8600 9333.
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Rail freight is more efficient and it supports heavier cargo, which 
should reduce the number of smoke-spewing lorries on the roads 
and improves traffic flow.

Swiss federal railway  service stated that the number of daily rail 
passengers is expected to increase from the current rate of 9,000- 
15,000 people by 2020.

Twin tunnels running in both directions north-south should transport 
freight more safely and much faster. With no danger of collision, 
trains race through the tunnel at speeds of up to 250km/h.

The new high-speed link through the Alps calls for a high degree of 
precision in the construction. Reliable and highly accurate surveying 
techniques enable the route to be defined down to the millimetre.

GBT is 57 kilometres long and the maximum speed of passenger 
trains in the tunnel is 250 kilometres per hour and travel time is 
about 20 minutes.

Tunnel Surveying
Surveying was undertaken by using satellite measurement technology 
across the entire length to create a network of fixed points. The huge 
dimensions of the long, underground tunnels made surveying a 
major logistical challenge.

The breakthrough was extremely accurate with a horizontal deviation 
of just 8cm and a vertical deviation of 1cm, making it one of the most 
precise breakthroughs in the history of tunnel construction.

Excavation Methods
A massive 10m boring machine was used to drill the 57.1km tunnel, 
which has taken 17 years to complete.

Four tunnel boring machines excavated almost 75% of the Gotthard 
Basel Tunnel, and blasting was used for the remaining 25%.

The choice of tunnelling method depended on variables such as:

•	 Rock conditions
•	 Development opportunities

•	 Environmental conditions
•	 Length of the route
•	 Planned overall construction
•	 Financial & budgetary consideration

Four boring machines were used, each with a drilling head diameter 
of up to 9.5m and driving equipment was about 450m in length. 
A single tunnel boring machine costs about CHF 30 million 
($AUD41.82m -June 2 2017)

Interior Construction
After excavating the rock, the tunnel bore was reinforced to prevent 
rock falls and protect workers. Reinforcing elements were used 
depending on the geological conditions and included anchors, shot-
crete and steel arches. Environment specific sealing foil was applied to 
protect the tunnel bores from water ingress. The interior tunnel lining 
needed to be of high quality as it has a lifespan of 100 years without 
significant maintenance work. Mechanical and electro- mechanical 
equipment was installed in the Base Tunnel before installation of the 
rail infrastructure.

An operational ventilation system ensures optimum working 
environment for maintenance work, and supplies fresh air and 
smoke extraction in the event of fire. A drainage system takes 
mountain water and contaminated water caused by accidents out of 
the tunnel through separate pipes. Previously a landlocked country, 
Switzerland now makes an important contribution to the European 
and Asian economy.
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The Longest Tunnel in the World
Gotthard Base Tunnel (GBT)
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Environmental Protection
GBT was an ambitious environmental protection project. Numerous 
and widespread methods were used to reduce its impact of people, 
wildlife, water and air. The AlpTransit Gotthard Ltd liaised with 
environmental authorities to find eco-friendly solutions. Measures 
included use of environmentally compatible material transportation 
to ensure clean air, strict guidelines concerning waste water, dust and 
noise protection, safeguard of flora and fauna and sustainable use of 
stone extracted from the mountain.

Tunnel Safety
The Gotthard Base Tunnel incorporates modern safety features. 
The tunnel system consists of two directionally separated single track  
tubes that are connected by cross passages at every 325 metres. In 
an emergency they would serve as rapidly accessible evacuation 
routes into the other tube. At the two-third way points of the 
tunnel, emergency stop stations in both tubes are connected to 
the parallel tube through six connection tunnels. Overpressure 
ensures that the air remains smoke free. Fans provide fresh air in 
the emergency stop stations, hot fumes are sucked out through 
extraction openings. Travellers can then be collated in the opposite 
tube by an evacuation train.

More Information – www.myswitzerland.com

Reproduced with kind permission from ACSIS from the Spring edition of ACSIS News

Feigl & Newell
Professional Searchers

We’ve been searching for someone like you!

Professional Searchers of: Survey Information, Titles, 
General Law, Crown Land Status, Historical (Environmental) Searches, 

Covenant Beneficiaries

Suite 812, Level 8, 
530 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 3000
Box 2343, GPO Melbourne 3001
DX301 Melbourne

Tel: 9629 3011, 9620 7022
Fax: 9649 7833
Email: info@feigl-newell.com.au
www.feigl-newell.com.au

Matthew Dunn

Matthew graduated in 2002 from Curtin University in WA with a Bachelor of Surveying and then started full 
time work in 2002 with a small company, Giudice Surveys, based in Fremantle WA. He worked at Giudice 
Surveys from 2002 to 2015 on a wide variety of projects, including engineering, construction, mining 
and cadastral subdivisions ranging from small residential to broad acre developments. He then became 
licensed in WA and continued work based in Fremantle until 2015 when Giudice Surveys joined with MNG.

In 2016, a joint venture of MNG with Victorian surveyors Heading & Associates provided an opportunity to 
work on cadastral and engineering projects in Victoria.

In October 2017, Matthew became licensed in Victoria via reciprocal registration and relocated to MNG 
Heading office in Kensington, Victoria.

ISV Welcomes:
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This year’s golf day was held at Sunshine Golf Club in Derrimut. Institution 
members, guests and sponsors enjoyed a light lunch prior to taking on the golf 
course, during the game “refreshments” for sustenance and wined and dined at 
the presentation dinner in the pleasant surroundings of Sunshine’s dining room.

The golf course was presented in very good condition and, with gale force 
winds prevailing, proved quite challenging.

There was a close battle for the FJ Walters Cup with Tim Walker victorious – 
congratulations Tim. 

Other winners on the golf day….

Best Overall Score Alan Norman 
Best Social Score Peter Madsen
Longest Drive Rob Nobelius 
Nearest the pin Rob Nobelius and Peter Wright

Also, some lucky players won door prizes, including Greg Loveder 
who won the major door prize of an accommodation 
and breakfast package from the Peppers Seaside Resort, Launceston  
(proudly supplied by Business Retreats). 

ISV acknowledges and thanks the following Golf Day sponsors:

Founded in 1980, Business Retreats Australia (BRA) became the country's first conference venue booking agency. Today, after years of matching tens 
of thousands of clients with their perfect conference venues, we continue our tradition as Australia's premier venue agency with a well-recognised and 
trusted brand that specialises in bookings and conference services for the residential conference market as well as product launches, special events, 
business retreats and teambuilding activities.

We are venue experts and have developed the most comprehensive and up-to-date database of event and conference venues all over Australia, New 
Zealand and Asia Pacific. We arrange site inspections, provide brochures and offer third-party reviews. Once you have chosen the perfect event venue, 
we put you in direct contact with the venue so that you remain in complete control of the event. 

Business Retreats is a small business well known for its repeat clients, personal, dedicated, down-to-earth and free service. We get paid via commission 
after your event by the venues. 

Our goal is to ensure that the process of booking executive retreats is a completely stress-free experience. We save you the time from planning and 
budgeting, finding hotels, negotiating competitive quotes and arranging team-building activities. Our service can also assist you with venues for Christmas 
functions, cocktail functions and other off-site events. 

Please call us on 03 8686 7760 for your first event venue enquiry and unbiased event advice or visit our website http://www.businessretreats.com.au 
for more information.

Tim Walker receiving the F J Walters Cup from Position Partners’ Marcus Randall.

2018 ISV Golf Day

• Lightwave Technology
• ACSIS
• Eastern Press
• Business Retreats

• C R Kennedy 
• UPG
• Position Partners 
• SPALCO

Follow us on 
Facebook

and Instagram
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30 YEARS OF INNOVATION 
Thirty years ago, LISTECH was founded with a vision to create ground-breaking software solutions for 
the surveying, civil engineering and land related information industries.

Today, that vision is as clear as ever – it has guided us for the last thirty years and will remain the foundation 
as we explore new heights in the years to come. 

In 2018, our thirtieth anniversary year, we’re proud to reflect on the evolving success of that vision, realised 
through LISCAD and Neo. While we have come a long way, our work is not done.  
Building upon our industry expertise requires further dedication and innovation to continue to develop 
software that leads the pack in scope, ease of use and efficiency.

Our success story remains incomplete without the support of our customers. Your feedback has guided us to 
go ahead and improve vigorously - for this we thank you and look forward to your continued support. 

©2018 Hexagon AB and/or its subsidiaries and affiliates. All rights reserved.

www.listech.com

1988-2018 
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(d) notable professional achievement, including demonstrated 
leadership qualities

(e) professional reputation

(f) any development of improved methods or working systems 
initiated by the candidate

Nomination

It is the duty of all members of the profession to submit nominations 
for worthy candidates. In particular, employers and colleagues of RMIT 
surveying graduates are in the best position to nominate a suitable 
candidate. Your nomination alone will be a tangible recognition 
of their work and value. Nominating an employee for one of the 
profession’s most elite prizes also reflects prestige on the company 
they work in and their colleagues.

To encourage a broad range of candidates, members should look 
beyond the traditional fields and roles for surveying graduates. 
Today surveying graduates are involved in diverse applications of the 
discipline across expanding market sectors.

The Judging Panel will also accept nominations directly from 
candidates. A minimum of three referee statements must be attached 
in support of self-nominating applications.

It is a condition of the award that candidates cannot be nominated 
more than twice or win it more than once.

To Make an Expression of Interest

If you know of a worthy candidate, you need only forward an 
Expression of Interest to the ISV office containing:

• Proposer’s name and preferred contact details
• Nominee’s name, degree name and year of graduation 
• Proposer’s relationship to Nominee

Expressions of Interest should be forwarded as soon as 
possible, but must be received by Thursday 12 April 2018 

and addressed to: Gary White, Executive Officer, The Institution 
of Surveyors Victoria, Suite 206, 370 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne 
Vic 3004. Email submissions encouraged to: gwhite@isvic.org.au  

Please do not delay in making an Expression of Interest. 

A representative of the Prize Secretariat will then contact you and 
assist in preparing a formal nomination, which will include:

• a detailed written description of the accomplishments 
of the nominee

• an explanation of why those accomplishments merit  
the Gillespie Prize

• resume 

Suitable candidates will be invited to discuss their nomination in an 
interview with the Judging Panel.

Expectations on Prize winners in upholding the Gillespie spirit will 
also be broached.

Lt. Col. James G Gillespie, MBE, LS, Hon.FIS Aust., FRICS 
established the Prize in 1983 to encourage aspiring, 
young professionals to cultivate their careers. Each year 
the award recognises a member of the profession who 
shows a combination of academic merit, technical ability, 
professional achievement, leadership and community spirit.

Eligibility

The award is open to graduates in the Science of Surveying at RMIT 
University. 

To be eligible, candidates must have:

1. between 2 and 10 years (approx.) professional experience  
since graduation;

 and

2. completed further education or training 
(ie. awarded a post-graduate degree or obtained Registration as 
a Licensed Surveyor or similar); and

3. displayed qualities that reflect credit on the broader surveying 
profession and on themselves.

The intention of the Prize is to recognise outstanding achievements 
of RMIT graduates in the broader discipline of surveying, and to 
honour qualities that reflect credit on the profession. All candidates, 
irrespective of professional memberships, must show how they 
satisfy this Prize criterion. Nominations from non-ISV members 
should include details of other professional memberships and how 
their actions generally align with the objects and principle aims 
of the ISV. The Judging Panel will assess the level and calibre of 
achievements when determining parity.

Any RMIT surveying graduate who draws on expertise inherent in 
the discipline in their work and who demonstrates service to the 
community and exceptional professional achievement may be a 
contender for the Gillespie Prize.

Selection Criteria

The Prize commemorates Lt Col Gillespie’s service to the profession 
and the community. Contenders for the Prize will demonstrate the 
attributes that Lt Col Gillespie himself considered important to the life 
and education of a surveyor, including continuing higher education 
and contributions to the community.

In accordance with Lt Col Gillespie’s Will, the Prize is awarded on the 
basis of a combination of any or all of the following:

(a) paper/s submitted for publication in a reputable journal

(b) achievement in post-graduate study in the broader discipline 
of surveying science (eg. Masters Degree), including projects 
submitted and examinations completed by the candidate in 
conjunction with obtaining Registration as a Licensed Surveyor 
under the Surveying Act 2004.

(c) any other outstanding academic ability or achievement 
displayed (eg. MBA)

J G Gillespie Gold Medal Prize
Formal Call for Nominations
The Institution of Surveyors, Victoria (ISV) is now accepting 
nominations for the 2018 J G Gillespie Gold Medal Prize.
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• cultivate friendly relations among members
• encourage the study of the discipline
• improve and elevate the general and scientific knowledge 

of the profession and improve professional performance
• develop surveying as a necessary and respected discipline 

and provide liaison with associated areas
• maintain high standards of professional ethics, promote 

greater public understanding, and demonstrate a responsible 
and dignified presence in the community

Through the Prize, the spirit of Lt Col Gillespie inspires us all.

Tom Champion
ISV President & Chairman of the 
Gillespie Prize Judging Panel

Formal Nominations for the 2017 J G Gillespie Gold Medal 
Prize must be received by Friday 11 May 2018.

The determination of the Judging Panel is final. The award will be 
presented at the annual ISV Surveying Industry Awards Gala Dinner. 
Conferral of the award includes a plaque bearing a replica of the gold 
medal of the Institution that Lt Col Gillespie returned to the profession 
upon his death. Winners’ names are inscribed on the J G Gillespie 
Gold Medal Prize honour board displayed at RMIT University. 

In addition, the prize-winner will receive free membership subscription 
to ISV for one year.

Summary of Objects and Principle Aims of the ISV

• Advance and elevate the science of surveying as 
a profession in Victoria

With the Leica GS18 T, a building corner can be measured directly 
because the pole can be tilted and the pole tip placed easily and 
quickly to the corner. The same goes for all other difficult to reach 
objects, GS18 T literally makes measuring easier and quicker than 
ever before.

Where Can This Technology Take Us?
We certainly live in exciting times. The Leica GS18 T can be combined 
with Leica Captivate software to turn complex data into realistic and 
workable 3D models. The GS18 T also starts to introduce augmented 
reality into the survey field crews’ workflow as the unit measures the 
direction the antenna is heading and any data displayed in the 3D 
viewer on the controller is laid out in front of the user. This makes 
viewing the design in the field easier than ever before.

What Makes The Leica GS18 T Different? 
The new Leica GS18 T combines GNSS and Inertial Measurement 
Unit (IMU) to deliver the first true tilt compensation solution enabling 
surveyors to measure any point faster and easier without 
the need to hold the pole vertical and watch or level 
the bubble.

The Leica GS18 T is different from any other 
product in the market because it does not rely on 
a magnetometer to correct the pole tilt for each 
measurement. Magnetometers are affected by 
metallic objects, like vehicles, iron fences and 
even reinforced concrete, all of which are often 
found on construction sites.

Different to magnetometer-based GNSS 
antennas, the GS18 T’s tilt compensation does 
not need to be calibrated and is immune to 
metallic object interference thanks to the newly 
developed powerful and lightweight inertial micro 
unit (IMU), which is built into the GNSS antenna. 
The real -time tilt compensation combines GNSS data 
with the IMU’s tilt and direction values.

The Leica GS18 T is also a self-learning GNSS Smart Antenna with 
a high-class performance. This adaptive measurement engine with 
RTK plus provides measurement engineers on construction sites 
with the best position by automatically selecting the optimal signal 
combination.

A New Way Of Measuring
With a conventional GNSS RTK rover, points such as building corners, 
walls, fences, light posts or points underneath obstacles, like cars, 
cannot be directly measured with a vertical pole. To measure a 
building corner for example, you would have to measure a point 
nearby, and apply an offset to the point or measure it with an 
alternative method such as a total station – both options are time 
consuming.
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Mr. I. Madill has a section of his farm ABCD subdivided into four paddocks 
as shown in Diagram A. By cutting out scaled shapes on his kitchen table, 
he recasts his four paddocks as AXYZ, shown in Diagram B, and to his 
amazement finds that he has gained an additional 100 square metres.  
He consults surveyor Peggit, who points out the fallacy. What is it? 

Note: Triangles formed by broken lines in the diagram are similar.

Curly’s Conundrum No.11 Solution to Curly’s Conundrum No.10

CALENDAR 2018
MARCH 

Wednesday 7 ISV Board Meeting 
Monday 12 Labour Day Public Holiday
Friday 30 Good Friday

APRIL 

Monday 2 Easter Monday 
Wednesday 4 ISV Board Meeting 
Wednesday 25 Anzac Day
Friday 27 – Sunday 29 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE RACV Resort, INVERLOCH

MAY 

Wednesday 02 ISV Board Meeting 
 Friday 25 Joint ISV / ACSV Seminar

JUNE 

Wednesday 6 ISV Board Meeting
Monday 11 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

JULY 
Wednesday 11 ISV Board Meeting 
Friday 27 SURVEYING EXPO and
  SURVEYING INDUSTRY AWARDS   
  GALA DINNER

AUGUST 

Wednesday 1 ISV Board Meeting

SEPTEMBER 

Wednesday 5 ISV Board Meeting 
Thursday 13 ISV Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 26 Colin Middleton Luncheon
Friday 28 Grand Final Public Holliday

OCTOBER 

Wednesday 3 ISV Board Meeting
Thursday 4 Gippsland Regional Group Seminar
Friday 19 RMIT Major Project Presentations

NOVEMBER 

Wednesday 7 ISV Board Meeting
Tuesday 13 North Central Regional Group Seminar

DECEMBER 

Thursday 6 Seminar & General Meeting
  & Christmas Networking Event
  ISV Board Meeting
Tuesday 25 Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 Boxing Day

TRAVERSE
To ensure quality content, Traverse is 

reverting to quarterly publication. General 
information will continue to be relayed to 

members via electronic updates. 
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ADVERSE POSSESSION & GENERAL LAW
LAND, TITLE BOUNDARY AMENDMENTS
EASEMENTS & ROADS

Peter Speakman & Co. 
Lawyers
Suite 2, 1396 Malvern Road
(PO Box 72) Glen Iris, Vic 3146

Tel: 9822 8611
Email: speakman@speakman.com.au
www.speakman.com.au

The Institution of Surveyors, Victoria
President - Tom Champion
Vice President - Alan Timcke
Honorary Secretary - Adele Thomson
Honorary Treasurer - Matthew Heemskerk
President Elect - Kellie Dean 
Immediate Past President - Doug Gow

Board
Russell Douthat, Mark Howley, Clint Joseph, Sam Lovelock, 
Jonathan Neilson, Linda Porter, Anton Wyatt   

Surveyors Registration Board of Victoria 
Representatives
Rachael Musgrave-Evans & Peter Sullivan

ACSV Representative
Andrew Harman

University Student Representatives
Ben Holland (RMIT) Chris Marshall (Melbourne)

Traverse
Peter Sullivan, Gary White

Executive Officer
Gary White

Patron
The Honourable Linda Dessau AC
Governor of Victoria

Honorary Legal Counsel
David Vorchheimer, Partner – HWL Ebsworth Lawyers

Suite 206, 370 St Kilda Road, Melbourne Victoria 3004
Telephone: [03] 9326 9227  •  Facsimile: [03] 9326 9216
Email: isv@isvic.org.au  •  www.surveying.org.au

TRAVERSE is published quarterly.  Articles and letters related to any aspect 
of surveying are invited and should be sent to the Executive Officer at the ISV 
Office by the 12th of the month prior to the edition.

Statements of opinion expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of 
The Institution of Surveyors, Victoria and no responsibility 

can be accepted in respect of the opinion of any contributor.

Enquiries to the Executive Officer, Gary White, at The Institution of Surveyors, 
Victoria on Telephone: [03] 9326 9227 Facsimile: [03] 9326 9216
Email:gwhite@isvic.org.au

 

WANTED

YOUR SURVEYING RELATED PHOTOS
Please forward to isv@isvic.org.au

GARY SAYS:

“Penicillin cures, 
but wine makes 
people happy.”

FIG 2018 CONGRESS 
Congratulations to Adam Criddle MISVic and Adele Thomson 
GradISVic on being awarded ISV sponsorship to attend the  
FIG 2018 Congress in Istanbul, Turkey.

Adam and Adele – and indeed the profession – will benefit greatly 
from this experience.

Both Adam and Adele will be reporting in Traverse, together with 
presenting at future ISV events, on their experiences.

06-11 MAY 2018

Embracing our smart world 
where the continents connectw
Enhancing the geospatial maturity of societies 



 
ADVANCED VISION TECHNOLOGY THAT 
HELPS YOU DELIVER SUPERIOR RESULTS 
• 1” Robotic Instrument
• 26,600 Points / Second Scanning
• Market’s smallest reflectorless spot

BOOK YOUR DEMO TODAY 
P: 03 9518 7400 
E: SX10@upgsolutions.com 

SX10 Scanning Total Station 


